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VIA EMAIL ONLY:  director@unitetheworld.org 
RABBI YOSSI SCHULMAN / UNITE THE WORLD 

RE: ARK CHARITY PROJECT 
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1. Unite The World requests permission from the School Board and Superintendent to run 
the ARK Project and to present the program to Principals, along with information about 
SEL (Social and Emotional Learning) programming, if requested.  

2. Upon agreement and signed commitments, Unite The World makes presentation to 
school staff and shares presentation for school to send to parents.  
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3. The Luzerne Foundation sends a list of categories of humanitarian needs and local 
vetted 501(c)(3) charities within each category suitable for students to choose as the 
recipient of their charity.  

 

1. During a planned distribution day, students are handed ark-shaped plastic charity 
boxes either at an assembly room or in classrooms or to designated charity clubs within 
the school by Unite The World volunteers (or volunteer students from the school body). 
Students receive a presentation about the ARK Charity project and information from the 
Luzerne Foundation about categories of local humanitarian needs they support.  

2. Students bring their charity boxes home and are then able to donate to the charity of 
their choosing. 

3. Students choose a category of humanitarian need and a local 501(c)(3) within that 
category to receive donations from their ARK charity boxes.  

4. OPTIONAL: The school can follow up with in-class and/or extracurricular programs 
to supplement the ARK charity project. Some suggestions are: 

• Participation in the ARK essay contest for 5th -8th grade on the topic, “How 
does preforming consistent mind actions impact me?” One essay from winner 
each grade receives a $30 gift card from the ARK Charity Project;  

• Students have made extracurricular hands-on creative projects such as a 
“kindness tree” where students can post notes about the kind acts they have done, 
or a “Noah’s Ark” which students surround with animal cutouts representing acts 
of kindness or money raised, each grade represented by a unique animal; and  

• A mural of pictures taken of students doing kind acts, or artistic drawings of kind 
acts they are performing or would like to perform.  

5. The organization chosen can send information / video footage to the school about the 
work they do to be shared with students. Students can give feedback, write, or do projects 
to share why they care specifically about this cause and chose to give.  

6. The school sets up a collection day with Unite The World.  
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• On the collection day, students empty their charity boxes into buckets provide by 
Unite The World in a communal area such as a lunchroom or rec hall in the 
school. Charity boxes are kept by the students for further use if they so choose.  

• The buckets containing these donations are sealed and labeled by ARK Project 
volunteers on site and are then transported in a secure manner to any branch of 
Fidelity Bank. Coin donations are processed through coin machines at the branch, 
which records the total on a receipt; this receipt and the donated banknotes are 
given to a teller, who records the total amount and the charity chosen. The full 
donation is deposited into an account held by the Luzerne Foundation, which 
makes out a check to the local humanitarian cause chosen by the school students; 
100% of the charity donated goes to the chosen cause. The total donation amount 
of each school, and the charity chosen, will be recognized on the 
www.unitetheworld.org website, along with a letter of recognition from the charity 
chosen and Unite The World.  

• Representatives of the chosen cause can address the students on collection day 
about the impact of their charity on its beneficiaries and can follow up with a 
letter of gratitude noting the total amount given.  

• Schools can choose several causes throughout the year; a 2-month minimum 
time is recommended for focusing on each cause.  

 

1. Hands-on engagement with the local community  

2. Supplements Social/Emotional Learning curriculums  

3. Enhanced feelings of self-worth and their value to society  

4. Unity and equality with peers  

5. Empathy for local needs  

6. An atmosphere of philanthropy and goodwill  

7. Highlights the power of teamwork and collective giving  

8. Extends classroom education into the family setting and encouraging their involvement  
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9. Opportunities for critical writing, extracurricular projects, and activities  

10. Educates fiscal responsibility, responsibilities to environment, and accountability   

 a
all public-  

 
runnin      

e opinion
  

 

 
Sincere  
 

 

 
JON  
JSC/DM


